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 Variations in building height and roof lines including parapets, multi-planed and pitched roofs, and 
staggered building facades (variations in wall-depth or direction); 

 All building facades containing architectural details of similar quality as the front building façade; 

 Avoidance of linear, “strip commercial” development patterns within multi-occupant development 
projects; 

 Design of parking and circulation areas so that vehicles are able to move from one area of the site to 
another (and from one site to the adjacent site) without re-entering a street. 

Figures 7.8 through 7.10 on the following pages illustrate these guidelines.  

Figure 7.8: Indoor Retail, Service, and Community Facility Development Layout (Small to 
Moderate Scale) 
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Figure 7.9: Neighborhood Business, Community Facilities, Mixed Use Development  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7.10: Desired New Industrial Project Layout 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

RECOMMENDATIONS SUMMARY 
 Collaborate on regional initiatives.  

 Work with area communities to maintain a clear 
distinction between rural and urban areas. 

 Work towards intergovernmental agreements with 
neighboring communities. 

 

CHAPTER EIGHT: INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
This chapter is focused on “intergovernmental 
cooperation,” defined as any formal or informal 
arrangement by which officials of two or more 
jurisdictions communicate visions and coordinate plans, 
policies, and programs to address and resolve land use, 
transportation, natural resource, utility, facility, services, 
or other issues of mutual interest. In a state with over 
2,500 units of government and a movement towards 
greater efficiency, it is becoming increasingly important 
to coordinate decisions that affect neighboring 
communities and overlapping jurisdictions (e.g., school 
districts). 

A. Existing City Plans 
This Comprehensive Plan is an update to the 1999 City of Delavan Comprehensive Master Plan Update, which 
was a ten year update to its 1990 Comprehensive Master Plan. Although the 1999 plan was developed prior to 
the State of Wisconsin’s 1999 Smart Growth legislation, it addressed many of the nine elements currently 
required of all new comprehensive plans, and served as an important foundation for development of this 
Plan. 

The City adopted an updated Park and Open Space Plan in 2008. This plan is intended to incorporate and 
update the findings and recommendations made in the 2002 Park and Open Space Plan. The 2008 plan poses 
both long-range planning recommendations to the year 2025, and makes specific recommendations for 
development for over the next five years. The plan recommends that the City acquire 20 acres of parkland 
over the next five years and make improvements to existing park facilities. In addition, this plan identifies 
specific locations for new park land. 

B. Existing Regional Framework 
Map 1 depicts the boundaries of Delavan’s neighboring or overlapping jurisdictions. Relationships with these 
local, regional, and state jurisdictions were analyzed during the City’s planning process to identify mutual 
planning issues or potential conflicts. The following is a summary of this analysis: 

Important State Agency Jurisdictions 
WisDOT is responsible for transportation planning throughout the State and is the primary agency for 
planning and managing federal and state highways, including I-43 and STH 11 and 50. WisDOT also reviews 
and has input in County and City transportation plans to ensure compatibility between plans. 

WisDNR provides service to Walworth County residents out of four southeast Wisconsin offices in 
Milwaukee, Plymouth, Waukesha, and Sturtevant. There are no known conflicts between the City’s plans and 
the plans and actions of these State agencies.  

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) 
SEWRPC was established in 1960, to serve as the regional planning agency for the highly urbanized area of 
southeastern Wisconsin. The commission consists of 21 members (three from each county) who provide 
information and planning services to the counties of Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, 
Washington, and Waukesha. SEWRPC addresses planning issues that transcend political and natural 
boundaries such as transportation, water supply, parks and open space, air and water quality, flooding, natural 
resource base deterioration, and changing land uses.  
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SEWRPC recently updated the Regional Land Use Plan and the Regional Transportation System Plan. The 
new Land Use and Transportation System Plans replace the existing plans, and will serve as guides to land use 
development and redevelopment and transportation system planning at the regional level through the year 
2035. The Transportation System Plan is a multimodal plan of recommended transportation actions designed 
to address existing and anticipated future transportation problems and needs. SEWRPC is assisting Walworth 
County and 13 of its municipalities with the development of their comprehensive plans. 

SEWRPC also exercises considerable influence over local community planning through establishment and 
adjustments to sanitary sewer service boundaries. SEWRPC has been granted this authority by the State of 
Wisconsin Department of Administration. Each Metropolitan Sewer District boundary is determined in part 
by the projected needs for the area served based on SEWRPC population and land use assumptions. City, 
Village, and unincorporated Sanitary Sewer Districts must demonstrate that land use decisions and sanitary 
sewer projects are consistent with these assumptions and planning goals in order to obtain approvals for 
adjustments to their sanitary sewer service boundaries and may not extend services outside of these 
boundaries without specific authorization from the State of Wisconsin via SEWPRC.  

SEWRPC has also prepared other plans with impacts on the City of Delavan’s planning area, including the 
2004 Park and Open Space Plan for Walworth County. 

Walworth County 
As mentioned previously, Walworth County has initiated a multi-jurisdictional comprehensive planning effort 
to comply with the state comprehensive planning requirements by January 1, 2010. Thirteen towns within the 
County have committed to participate in this planning process including: the Towns of Darien, Delavan, East 
Troy, Geneva, LaFayette, LaGrange, Richmond, Spring Prairie, Sugar Creek, Troy, Walworth, and 
Whitewater. The outcome of this planning effort will be a long-range comprehensive plan for the year 2035. 
Pending completion of this plan, the thirteen participating towns will adopt this plan as their local 
comprehensive plan. As of October 2008, the inventory and data collection phase of the County plan has 
been completed. All work on the comprehensive plan is expected to be completed in the fall of 2009.  

City of Elkhorn 
The City of Elkhorn is Walworth’s County seat with a documented population of 7,305 in the 2000 census. 
Elkhorn has recently adopted a long-range plan and development regulations through the year 2030. This 
comprehensive plan advocates a balanced approach to growth management, capital planning, economic 
development, and community building.  

Town of Delavan 
The Town of Delavan surrounds the majority of the City of Delavan. The Town has agreed to participate in 
the County’s comprehensive planning effort. The outcome of this planning effort will be a long-range 
comprehensive plan for the year 2035. The Town is expected to adopt the County plan as their local plan 
pending its completion. The updates included Overall Goals, Lakefront Districts, and the addition of a 
Commercial District. New land use districts were created to direct land development to appropriate areas 
within the Town. The Town’s Master Plan Update was adopted in October 2002. 

Town of Darien 
The Town of Darien surrounds the western portion of the City of Delavan. The Town of Darien has agreed 
to participate in the County’s comprehensive planning effort. The outcome of this planning effort will be a 
long-range comprehensive plan for the year 2035. The Town is expected to adopt the County plan as their 
local plan pending its completion. 

Village of Darien 
The Village of Darien’s most recent comprehensive plan was prepared by Vandewalle & Associates, Inc., and 
adopted in May of 1998. Darien began the process of updating its comprehensive plan in April 2009. The 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS  
UNDER WISCONSIN LAW 

There are two main formats for intergovernmental 
agreements under Wisconsin Statutes.  

The first is available under Section 66.0301, which allows 
any two or more communities to agree to cooperate for 
the purpose of furnishing services or the joint exercise of 
any power or duty authorized under State law. While this 
is the most commonly used approach, a “66.0301” 
agreement is limited by the restriction that the 
municipalities must be able to exercise co-equal powers. 
So, for example, attorneys sometimes do not recommend 
this agreement format when future municipal boundary 
changes are involved, because cities and towns do not 
have co-equal powers with respect to annexation. 

Another format for an intergovernmental agreement is a 
“cooperative (boundary) plan” under Section 66.0307 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes. This approach is more labor 
intensive and ultimately requires State approval of the 
agreement, but the “66.0307” approach does not have 
some of the limitations of the “66.0301” agreement 
format.  

An increasingly common approach is for communities to 
first enter into a “66.0301” intergovernmental agreement, 
which in part directs the communities to then prepare a 
“66.0307” cooperative plan covering issues such as 
boundary changes. 

Village is expected to complete its local plan prior to the state mandated January 1, 2010, deadline for 
completion of comprehensive plans.  

School Districts 
The Delavan-Darien School District serves the entire City of Delavan, the Village of Darien, portions of the 
Towns of Darien, Delavan, Rockford, Sugar Creek, and the Town of Bradford in Rock County. District 
trends have been discussed in the Utilities and Community Facilities chapter of this report.  

C. Intergovernmental Cooperation Goals, Objectives, and Policies 

Goal: 
Develop and maintain mutually beneficial 
relationships with adjacent and 
overlapping governments. 

Objectives: 
1. Work with surrounding towns to 

encourage an orderly, efficient land use 
pattern in and around the City. 

2. Work collaboratively with the Delavan-
Darien School District on joint 
recreational space and educational 
initiatives.  

3. Grow relationships with nearby 
communities to advance areas of mutual 
benefit.  

Policies: 
1. Provide a copy of this Plan to all 

surrounding local governments and 
districts, and continue to involve and 
update them on future changes to the Plan. 

2. Work to resolve differences between the 
City of Delavan Comprehensive Plan and the 
plans, policies, and ordinances of adjacent 
communities. 

3. Actively monitor, participate in, and review 
and comment on pending and future 
comprehensive plans from nearby 
communities. 

4. Continue to cooperate with other units of government on issues related to land use, agricultural and 
natural resources, recreation, transportation facilities, economic development, and other systems that are 
under shared authority or that cross governmental boundaries. 

5. In order to encourage compact development and discourage future “leap frog” development through 
2030 and beyond, the City opposes the permanent preservation of agriculture and opens space areas 
within the urban service area boundary except for those areas designated as “Environmental Corridor” 
on Map 5: Future Land Use or areas acquired for public park and recreation purposes. 
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D. Intergovernmental Cooperation Programs and Recommendations 
Intergovernmental communication, coordination, and cooperation are critical in implementing many of the 
recommendations in this Plan. This section builds off the policies listed above, setting forth recommendations 
for enhanced relations with adjacent and overlapping jurisdictions. It focuses in areas and relationships that 
are not described extensively in other chapters of this Plan, and where potential future conflicts may be the 
greatest without concerted future action.  

Consider Intergovernmental, Boundary, and Land Use Agreements with Adjacent Towns 
Intergovernmental agreements are typically executed after a year or more of meetings, research, negotiations, 
writing, and legal review, and typically address the following issues: 

 Municipal Boundary Changes: Intergovernmental agreements between cities and towns frequently 
suggest limits to long-term annexation, generally in exchange for some compromises from the town. 
Such compromises may include the town’s agreement to limit town development in the possible future 
annexation area. 

 Utility Service Area Boundaries: Some intergovernmental agreements include provisions that define 
where public sewer and/or water services may be extended and where they may not. These areas define 
where fairly intensive urban (publicly sewered) growth may occur in the future, but should also include 
existing rural development areas that might require sewer. Some agreements include provisions that do 
not allow further intensive development with on-site waste treatment systems in such designated utility 
service areas.  

 Future Land Use Recommendations: Frequently, intergovernmental agreements address future land 
uses or development densities considered acceptable or unacceptable in areas that concern both 
communities. Some agreements also include provisions that the communities must amend their 
comprehensive plans to be consistent with the future land use recommendations negotiated in the 
agreement, or that they not amend their comprehensive plans in a manner that would be inconsistent 
with the agreement. 

 Agreement Term and Amendments: An intergovernmental agreement should specify the length of 
time that it is applicable. Twenty years is a typical timeframe (e.g., through 2030), as this corresponds with 
the comprehensive plan time horizon. Occasionally, agreements have provisions for automatic extensions 
if neither party decides to withdraw. Most agreements also include provisions for periodic review and 
possible amendments if both parties agree. This keeps the agreement fresh in people’s minds and allows 
adaptability as conditions change. 

Continue to Exercise Extraterritorial Land Division Review and Approval/Denial Authority 
Under Wisconsin Statutes, cities are granted the authority to plan for and influence development in 
unincorporated areas that are beyond their municipal limits but are reasonably related to the city’s future 
growth. These areas are often called the city’s “extraterritorial jurisdiction” or “ETJ.” Under State statutes, 
Delavan’s ETJ extends 1½ miles from the City limits, except in areas where the City has reached a mutually 
agreed upon ETJ boundary with the Village of Darien. 

For lands within its ETJ, the City has the authority to prepare land use plans and to help enforce these plans 
as well as has the ability to review, approve, or deny land division proposals for such areas. The majority of 
the lands outside the City’s municipal limits that are not in environmental corridor have been indicated on the 
City’s Future Land Use maps as appropriate for long-term agricultural use.  

The City intends to review and potentially amend its subdivision ordinance to include clear standards for its 
review of land divisions (CSMs) and subdivisions (plats) within its 1½ mile extraterritorial jurisdiction to 
assure that long-range City plans are not compromised, particularly in areas where this Comprehensive Plan 
identifies future land use as Agriculture and Open Space.  
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CHAPTER NINE: IMPLEMENTATION 
In order for the vision and directions of this City of Delavan Comprehensive Plan to become reality, specific 
follow-up actions will be required. This final chapter is intended to provide a roadmap for these 
implementation actions by identifying priority programs and actions, as well as describing how this Plan is 
used, monitored, and updated to maintain its relevance to the City. It includes a compilation of programs and 
specific actions to be completed in a stated sequence, as required under Wisconsin Statutes. 

A. Plan Adoption 
A first step in implementing the City of Delavan Comprehensive Plan is making sure that it is adopted in a manner 
which supports its future use for more detailed decision making. The City has included all necessary elements 
for this Plan to be adopted under the state’s comprehensive planning legislation. Section 66.1001(4), 
Wisconsin Statutes, establishes the procedures for the adoption of a comprehensive plan. The City followed 
this process in adopting this Plan. 

B. Plan Monitoring 
The City should constantly evaluate its decisions on private development proposals, public investments, 
regulations, incentives, and other actions against the recommendations of this Plan. It should be used as the 
first “point of reference” when evaluating these projects, which are typically decided on a monthly basis. On 
January 1, 2010, zoning, subdivision, and Official Map ordinances and decisions will have to be consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan. 

C. Plan Administration 
This Plan will largely be implemented through an on-going series of individual decisions about annexation, 
zoning, land division, official mapping, public investments, and intergovernmental relations. The City of 
Delavan will use this Plan to inform such decisions under the following guidelines: 

Annexations 
Proposed annexations should be guided by the recommendations of this Plan. Specifically, the Future Land 
Use map and Transportation and Community Facilities map of this Plan will be among the factors considered 
when evaluating a request for annexation. Annexation proposals on lands that are designated for urban 
development, as locations for future transportation facilities, or as locations for future community facilities 
should be more strongly considered for annexation approval. However, in their consideration of annexation 
proposals, the Plan Commission and Common Council should also evaluate the specific timing of the 
annexation request, its relationship to the overall regularity of the corporate boundary, the ability to provide 
utilities and public services to the site, the costs associated with the proposed annexation, the effect on 
intergovernmental relations, and other pertinent Statutory and non-Statutory factors.  

Zoning 
Proposed zoning map amendments (rezonings) should be consistent with the recommendations of this Plan. 
The Future Land Use map should be used to guide the application of the general pattern of permanent 
zoning. The precise location of zoning district boundaries may vary, as judged appropriate by the Plan 
Commission and Common Council. Departures from the exact land use boundaries depicted on the Future 
Land Use map may be particularly appropriate for Planned Unit Development projects, projects involving a 
mix of land uses and/or residential development types, properties split by zoning districts, and properties 
located at the edges of future land use areas. However, in their consideration of zoning map issues, the Plan 
Commission and Common Council will also evaluate the specific timing of the zoning map amendment 
request, its relationship to the nature of both existing and future land uses, and the details of the proposed 
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development. This Plan allows for the timing of zoning actions and the refinement of the precise 
recommended land use boundaries through the zoning, conditional use, planned development, and land 
division processes. 

Land Division 
Proposed land divisions should be generally consistent with the recommendations of this Plan. The Future 
Land Use map and the Transportation and Community Facilities map (and the policies behind these maps) 
should be used to guide the general pattern of development as well as the general location and design of 
public streets, parks, and utilities. In the consideration of land divisions, the Plan Commission and Common 
Council should also evaluate the specific timing of the land division request, its relationship to the nature of 
both existing and future land uses, and the details of the proposed development. Departures from the exact 
locations depicted on these maps shall be resolved through the land division process for certified survey 
maps, preliminary plats, and final plats within the City limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction. This Plan 
allows for the timing and the refinement of the precise recommended development pattern and public 
facilities through the land division process, as deemed appropriate by the Plan Commission and Common 
Council. 

Official Mapping 
The Transportation and Community Facilities map will be used to guide the general location and design of 
both existing and new public streets, public parks, and utilities, as depicted on a revised Official Map prepared 
and adopted in accordance with State statutes. However, in their consideration of official mapping issues, the 
Plan Commission and Common Council will also evaluate the specific timing of the development request, its 
relationship to the nature of both existing and future land uses, and the details of the proposed development. 
Departures from the exact locations depicted on these maps will be resolved through the official mapping 
and platting processes both within the City limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction.  

Public Investments 
Proposed public investment decisions should be guided by the recommendations of this Plan. However, the 
timing and precise location of public investments may vary, as judged appropriate by the Plan Commission 
and Common Council. This Plan allows for the timing and the refinement of the precise recommended public 
facilities and other public investments as deemed appropriate by the Plan Commission and Common Council. 

Intergovernmental Relations 
Proposed intergovernmental relations decisions, including intergovernmental agreements, should be guided 
by the recommendations of this Plan, as deemed appropriate by the Plan Commission and Common Council. 
However, in their consideration of intergovernmental decisions and agreements, the Plan Commission and 
Common Council will also evaluate a wide variety of other factors, including specific provisions of the 
recommended agreements. Departures from the recommendations of this Plan should be resolved by the 
Common Council through the intergovernmental process.  

Interpretation 
The interpretation of this Plan shall be the responsibility of the Common Council, as guided by 
recommendations of the Plan Commission. 

D. Plan Amendments 
This Plan can be amended and changed. Amendments may be appropriate in the years following initial plan 
adoption, particularly in instances where the Plan is becoming irrelevant or contradictory to emerging policy 
or trends, or does not provide specific advice or guidance on an emerging issue. “Amendments” are generally 
defined as minor changes to the plan maps or text (as opposed to an “update” described later). The Plan 
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should be evaluated for potential amendments regularly. Generally, frequent amendments only to 
accommodate specific development proposals should be avoided.  

As a dynamic community facing a myriad of growth issues, the City is likely to receive requests for Plan 
amendments over the planning period. To provide a more manageable, predictable and cost effective process, 
the City shall not consider amending the Comprehensive Plan more frequently than once per year, and shall 
consider establishing a predetermined annual amendment cycle for consideration of all potential amendments 
brought forward over the preceding calendar year.  

Several Wisconsin communities use an annual plan review and amendment process cycle to ensure these 
evaluations and adjustments are handled in a predictable efficient manner that allows consideration of specific 
amendments to be considered in the context of all of the City’s comprehensive planning goals. This approach 
would require that all proposed plan amendment requests be officially submitted to City by a designated date 
of each year. A full draft of the amendments would then be presented to the Plan Commission for its 
evaluation and recommendation to the Common Council. The Council could then act to approve the 
amendment(s), following a public hearing.  

The City may bypass the annual amendment process described above if an amendment to this Comprehensive 
Plan is determined necessary to capture a unique economic opportunity that is both related to achieving the 
vision of this Comprehensive Plan and may be lost if required to wait for the regular plan amendment cycle. 
However, the City is still required to use the procedures outlined below.  

The procedures defined under Section 66.1001(4), Wisconsin Statutes need to be followed for all Plan 
amendments. Specifically, the City will use the following procedure to amend, add to, or update the 
Comprehensive Plan: 

1. Either the Common Council or the Plan Commission initiates the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
amendment(s). This may occur as a result of a regular Plan Commission review of the Plan, or may be 
initiated at the request of a property owner or developer. 

2. The Common Council adopts a resolution outlining the procedures that will be undertaken to ensure 
public participation during the Plan amendment process (see Section 66.1001(4)a of Statutes). If 
appropriately drafted, the City may only need to take this step for the first of several amendment cycles. 

3. The Plan Commission prepares or directs the preparation of the specific text or map amendment(s) to 
the Comprehensive Plan. 

4. The Plan Commission holds one or more public meetings on the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
amendments. Following the public meeting(s), the Plan Commission makes a recommendation by 
resolution to the Common Council by majority vote of the entire Commission (see Section 66.1001(4)b 
of Statutes). 

5. The City Clerk sends a copy of the recommended Plan amendment (not the entire Comprehensive Plan) to 
all adjacent and surrounding government jurisdictions and the County as required under Section 
66.1001(4)b, Wisconsin Statutes. These governments should have at least 30 days to review and comment 
on the recommended Plan amendment(s). Nonmetallic mine operators, any person who has registered a 
marketable nonmetallic mineral deposit with the local government, and any other property owner or 
leaseholder who has requested notification in writing must be informed through this notice procedure. 
These governments and individuals should have at least 30 days to review and comment on the 
recommended Plan amendments.  

6. The City Clerk directs the publishing of a Class 1 notice, with such notice published at least 30 days 
before a Common Council public hearing and containing information required under Section 
66.1001(4)d. 

7. The Common Council holds the formal public hearing on an ordinance that would incorporate the 
proposed amendment(s) into the Comprehensive Plan. 

8. Following the public hearing, the Common Council approves or denies the ordinance adopting the 
proposed Plan amendment(s). Adoption must be by a majority vote of all members. The Common 
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Council may require changes from the Plan Commission recommended version of the proposed 
amendment(s). 

9. The City Clerk sends a copy of the adopted ordinance and the amendment(s) (not the entire Comprehensive 
Plan) to all adjacent and surrounding government jurisdictions, mine operators, any person who has 
registered a marketable nonmetallic mineral deposit with the City, and any other property owner or 
leaseholder who has requested notification in writing as required under Section 66.1001(4)b and c, 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

E. Plan Update 
The state comprehensive planning law requires that this Comprehensive Plan be updated at least once every ten 
years. As opposed to an amendment, an update is often a substantial re-write of the plan document and maps. 
Based on this deadline, the City will update this Comprehensive Plan before the year 2019 (i.e., ten years after 
2009), at the latest. The City should continue to monitor any changes to the language or interpretations of the 
State law over the next few years. 

F. Consistency Among Plan Elements 
The state comprehensive planning statute requires that the implementation element “describe how each of 
the elements of the comprehensive plan shall be integrated and made consistent with the other elements of 
the comprehensive plan.” Because the various elements of this Plan were prepared simultaneously, there are 
no known internal inconsistencies between the different elements or chapters of this Plan. 

G. Implementation Programs and Recommendations 
Figure 9.1 provides a detailed list and timeline of the major actions that the City should complete to 
implement this Plan. Often, such actions will require substantial cooperation with others, including County 
and surrounding local governments and local property owners. The table has three different columns of 
information, described as follows: 

 Category: The list of recommendations is divided into different categories—based on different 
implementation tools or plan elements. 

 Recommendation: The second column lists the actual steps, strategies, and actions recommended to 
implement key aspects of the Plan. The recommendations are for City actions, recognizing that many of 
these actions may not occur without cooperation from others. 

 Implementation Timeframe: The third column responds to the comprehensive planning statute, which 
requires implementation actions to be listed in a “stated sequence.” The suggested timeframe for the 
completion of each recommendation reflects the priority attached to the recommendation. Suggested 
implementation timeframes span the next 10 years, because the Plan will have to be updated by 2020. 
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Figure 9.1: Implementation Programs and Recommendations 

Category Recommendation Reference Implementatio
n Timeframe 

Review the Zoning Ordinance and consider 
options for removing obstacles to local foods, 
including allowing backyard and community 
gardens. 

Chapter 2 2009-2011 

Consider incorporating low impact development 
standards and stormwater best management 
practices into City Ordinances. 

Chapter 2 2009-2014 

Agricultural, Natural, 
and Cultural 
Resources 

Consider zoning code amendments to require or 
reward green building practices and establish 
standards for small wind energy systems and 
solar power.  

Chapter 2, 3 2009-2014 

Over time and as development proposals are 
submitted, amend the zoning map to correspond 
with the Future Land Use map.  

Chapter 3 Ongoing 

Modify the City zoning, subdivision, and other 
ordinances to ensure site and subdivision design 
requirements for parking, bicycle and pedestrian 
access, lighting, and signage are consistent with 
the community development objectives of the 
Plan. 

Chapter 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7  2009-2014 

Land Use 

Until such time as the Lake Lawn Airstrip 
permanently ceases operations and is converted 
to other uses, establish interim use, setback and 
height restrictions near the airstrip in accordance 
with FAA, and other established airport planning 
practices. 

Chapter 3 2009-2012 

Create an Official Map to reflect the 
recommendations in this Plan and the City’s Park 
and Open Space Plan. 

Chapters 4 and 5 2009-2014 

Implement the transportation improvements 
identified on Map 6 and in Chapter Four: 
Transportation.  

Chapter 4 2009-2019 

Implement the non-highway transportation 
improvements identified in Chapter Four: 
Transportation, such as bike and pedestrian 
improvements and specialized transportation 
options including neighborhood electric vehicles. 

Chapters 4, 5 
and the 

Comprehensive 
Outdoor 

Recreation Plan  

2009-2019 

Transportation 

Explore regional transportation initiatives such as 
the CTH F interchange and regional bus transit 
with neighboring municipalities, Walworth County, 
SEWRPC, and WisDOT. 

Chapter 4 2009-2019 

Utilities, Community 
Facilities, and Civic 
Organizations 

Recommendations exist in Figure 5.2: Timetable 
for Public Utility and Community facility 
improvements.  

Chapter 5 See Chapter 5, 
Figure 5.2 



City of Delavan Comprehensive Plan Chapter Nine: Implementation 

Adopted November 10, 2009  122 

Category Recommendation Reference Implementatio
n Timeframe 

Consider adopting zoning amendments that allow 
small single family lots (less than 8,000 square 
feet) and discourage monotonous street facades 

Chapter 6 2009-2019 
Housing and 
Neighborhood 
Development  

Ensure future residential subdivisions and site 
developments incorporate site, transportation, 
community facility, housing mix and neighborhood 
design recommendations of this Plan. 

Chapter 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 6 Ongoing 

Develop a comprehensive Downtown 
Revitalization Strategy.  Chapter 7 2009-2014 

Consider adopting a Downtown Design Overlay 
District preserve and enhance the historical 
quality of the downtown. 

Chapters 3, 7 2009-2012 

Consider developing conceptual redevelopment 
plans for “Smart Growth Areas” described in 
Chapter 3: Land Use, especially the former Dog 
Track; STH 50/I-43 Interchange area; and 7th 
Street/Rail Corridor area. 

Chapter 3, 7 2009-2014 

Support existing local businesses through 
development approval assistance, business 
mentoring, and small business loans. 

Chapter 7 2014-2019 

Economic 
Development 

Explore establishing a Green Business Program. Chapter 7 2014-2019 

Explore the possibility of formal boundary 
agreements with the City of Elkhorn, Village of 
Darien, and adjacent Towns. 

Chapter 8 2009-2019 

Continue to cooperate with other communities 
and organizations on issues of mutual concern 
such as efficient provision of services. 

Chapter 8 2009-2019 

Intergovernmental 
Cooperation 
 

Explore regional collaborations to preserve 
community character and critical natural 
resources.  

Chapters 2, 3, 7, 
and 8 

2009-2019 

Monitor development activity and future 
implementation strategies against the 
recommendations in this Plan.  

Chapter 9 2009-2019 

Institute an annual review of the Comprehensive 
Plan and implementation techniques. Chapter 9 2009-2010 

Update this Plan at least once every ten years 
and as otherwise required by State Statute. Chapter 9 2017-2019 

Increase community awareness and education of 
the Plan through various initiatives described 
earlier in this Chapter.  

Chapter 9 2009-2019 

Plan Monitoring and 
Advancement 
 

Provide annual Common Council and Plan 
Commission training each May or as needed to 
educate local officials about Comprehensive Plan 
and State Statute consistency requirements.  

Chapter 9 2009-2019 

 




